Whitman College Diversity Statement

Diversity, equity, and inclusion are core values at Whitman College. The college strives to have and support a student
body, staff and faculty that represent the diversity of our world: gender identity, sexuality, race, ethnicity, national
origin, socioeconomic class, disability, religion, spirituality and age cohort.

We seek to foster an inclusive learning environment in which members draw from different intellectual traditions to
engage with and challenge one another through studied, thoughtful, and respectful dialogue and debate.

We aspire to become a place where all community members experience difference every day, where diversity is
supported and woven throughout our cultural fabric: our values, our behavior, our culture. Our mission focuses on
educating engaged students from diverse backgrounds and experiences in a college community where everyone can
participate fully in the life of the college and experience a genuine sense of belonging.

Education is a common good that ultimately serves the entire society; therefore, access is a moral imperative. Diverse
learning contexts are known to provide transformative educational experiences. An inclusive environment at
Whitman that nurtures the development of the ability to work effectively across difference will prepare our students
for life after Whitman. We believe that through an innovative rigorous liberal arts curriculum, we can educate all
students and prepare them to serve in various fields and sectors and to contribute to a rapidly changing, multicultural
and globalized world. Our graduates will be ready to work with others for the common good.
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