
History 355 : Pacific Whaling History 
From aboriginal shore-based hunts to modern factory ship whaling, the pursuit of whales has drawn people together 
and set them at odds with each other, particularly since the rise of the environmental movement. This seminar will 
look at the history of whaling throughout the Pacific Basin, from the west coast of the Americas to Japan and 
Australia, and all the waters in between. Using a mixture of primary and secondary sources, we will consider in 
particular the environmental impact of whaling in different areas of the Pacific, as well as the role of 
environmentalism in changing attitudes towards whaling in the twentieth century. This course is discussion-based, 
with paper and presentation assignments. 
Credits  4 
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