
History 384 : Cuba and Nicaragua 
The Cuban and Nicaraguan revolutions are arguably the two most important post-World War II events/processes in 
Latin America. Cuba’s 1959 revolution became a model for the Left in Latin America, a rationale for repression on the 
Right, and an obsession for the United States. In 1979, the Sandinistas brought a different kind of revolution to 
Nicaragua, reflecting domestic realities as well as changes in the international community. Nonetheless, it too was a 
model for the Left, a rationale for the Right, and an obsession for the United States. Using primary and secondary 
documents, combining discussions and lectures, this class will focus on the causes and results of the revolutions, and 
explore what they mean for the specific countries, the region, and the United States. Offered in alternate years. 
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