Politics 333 : Feminist and Queer Legal Theory

Broadly, this is a course on gender, sexuality, and the law. More particularly, this course will 1) explore the relationship
between queer theoretical and feminist theoretical projects and will 2) consider how these projects engage legal
doctrines and norms. In question form: Where do feminist and queer theories intersect? Where do they diverge? How
do these projects conceive of the law in conjunction with their political ends? How have these projects shifted legal
meanings and rules? How have the discourses of legality reconfigured these political projects? These explorations will
be foregrounded by legal issues such as marriage equality, sexual harassment, workers' rights, and privacy.
Theoretically, the course will engage with issues such as identity, rights, the state, cultural normalization, and
capitalist logics. We will read legal decisions and political theory in this course. Broadly, this is a course on gender,
sexuality, and the law. More particularly, this course will 1) explore the relationship between queer theoretical and
feminist theoretical projects and will 2) consider how these projects engage legal doctrines and norms. In question
form: Where do feminist and queer theories intersect? Where do they diverge? How do these projects conceive of
the law in conjunction with their political ends? How have these projects shifted legal meanings and rules? How have
the discourses of legality reconfigured these political projects? These explorations will be foregrounded by legal
issues such as marriage equality, sexual harassment, workers’ rights, and privacy. Theoretically, the course will engage
with issues such as identity, rights, the state, cultural normalization, and capitalist logics. We will read legal decisions
and political theory in this course.
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