Religion 217 : The Qur’an

This course offers an exploration of the Qur'an, the scripture of Islam. In introducing the text, we will examine the
historical and literary context in which it was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad in seventh century Arabia. Through
close reading we will survey the many messages, themes, and literary and poetic styles found in the text itself.
Special attention will also be given to the range of methods and approaches that Muslims have used in interpreting
the Qur'an, and to the role played by the text in ritual life.
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