
Religion 223 : Religion and the Spirit of Capitalism 
As global capitalism reaches into every corner of human life, what role does religion play in the reproduction of social 
inequalities, labor practices, and exploitative economies? Did religion sow the seeds of capitalism? How might 
religious traditions and practices be used to critique capitalism and reimagine the culture it created? In this course, 
we delve into the entanglements between religion and the dominant economic form of the modern world: capitalism. 
Areas covered include classical social theories of religion and capitalism (Marx, Weber, Tocqueville, Durkheim); 
contemporary examples of interactions between religious practice and capitalist processes; and the mobilization of 
religious traditions in critiquing and resisting capitalism. Topics may include the “Confucian ethic” and economic 
growth in East Asia; Islamic financial institutions; the effect of Pentecostalism’s explosive growth on the economic 
experiences of African and Latin American communities; the marketization and commodification of religion; and 
more. May be elected as Anthropology 223. 
Credits  4 
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