Sociology 117 : Principles of Sociology

Principles of Sociology is a comprehensive introduction to the discipline of sociology, or the systematic study of
human group behavior. With a balance between lectures and discussions, the course covers basic sociological
theories and quantitative and qualitative methodological perspectives. Course topics include historical foundations of
the discipline, social interaction, socialization, structure, culture, groups and networks, applied sociology, inequalities,
globalization, and the relationship between humans and the built and natural environments. Student work includes
reading assignments, exams, papers, and an empirical research project that entails research design, data collection
and analysis, oral and written presentation of findings, and application of a sociological theory and past empirical
research to the findings. Required of all majors; should be taken as early in the student’s program as possible. Open
to First-years, sophomores and juniors; seniors by consent of instructor only.

Credits 4
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