
Sociology 353 : Environmental Justice 
How are environmental problems experienced differently according to race, gender, class and nationality? What do 
we learn about the meaning of gender, race, class and nationality by studying the patterns of environmental exposure 
of different groups? Environmental justice is one of the most important and active sites of environmental scholarship 
and activism in our country today. This course integrates perspectives and questions from sciences, humanities and 
social sciences through the examination of a series of case studies of environmental injustice in the United States 
and worldwide. Biology and chemistry figure centrally in links between environmental contaminants and human 
health. Systematic inequalities in exposure and access to resources and decision-making raise moral and ethical 
questions. Legal and policy lessons emerge as we examine the mechanisms social actors employ in contesting their 
circumstances. This course will be reading, discussion and research intensive. May be elected as Environmental 
Studies 353, but must be elected as Environmental Studies 353 to satisfy the interdisciplinary course requirement in 
environmental studies. 
Credits  4 
Cross-Listed 
Environmental Studies 353 
Prerequisites 
At least two credits of prior coursework in Sociology; or consent of instructor. 
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